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Victor A. Olsen, 
Selective Service Official Dies 


Victor A. Olsen, 65, Chief, Administrative Division 
of the Selective Service System, and director of the 
program for conscientious objectors, was found dead 

in his Washington 
apartment on June 8. 
He had returned on 
the night before from 
his home in Danville, 
Pennsylvania, where 
he spent his week- 
ends with his family. 
Apparently he died of 
a heart attack. 


During World War 

II, when he first 

served with Selective 

Victor A. Olsen Service, Mr. Olsen di- 

rected and visited quite a number of camps for con- 
scientious objectors. Very likely many of our readers 
have met him. Since 1951 Mr. Olsen had directed 
efforts to find work for those who refuse military 
duty on religious grounds. Several years ago he 
was presented with an incentive award for “superior 
ingenuity and perseverance” in the program which 
by that time had filled more than six thousand jobs 
without any agency funds needed for administration. 


The two leading Washington newspapers used 
NSBRO Executive Secretary J. Harold Sherk’s com- 
ments on Mr. Olsen’s work for the conscientious 
objector. One paper quoted: “He was quite deeply 
interested in his work and had a deep respect for 
anyone he believed had sincere religious convictions.” 
Mr. Olsen maintained this fair consideration of 
CO’s, although he himself in his visits to C.PS. 
camps received his share of misguided ill feelings, 
reportedly lodging on one occasion in a building to 
which some CO’s set fire. 


Although a native of New York, he later worked 
with the Soil Conservation Service in Pennsylvania. 
It is here that he became acquainted with the peace 


churches, or the “plain folks’, as he called them. 
He was a veteran of Navy service in World War I. 
His wife, a son, and his father survive him in Dan- 
ville. The NSBRO was represented at the funeral 
services and further extends deepest sympathy to 
his family and his former co-workers. The state- 
ment of his pastor, the Rev. Alton W. Barley, of 


(Continued on Page 4) 


SSS Form 150 Revised 


The special form for conscientious objectors, Selec- 
tive Service Form 150, has recently been revised. 
Although the date of the revision is given as Febru- 
ary 1959, the forms were only recently released. A 
note on the form states that the printing of January 
21, 1953, shall be used until exhausted. Therefore, 
it will likely be quite some time before registrants 
receive this form. 


In addition to several editorial changes in the 
form, there is one significant substantive change. 
The form must be returned to the local board ten 
days after mailing or issue. Formerly only five days 
were allowed. This extra time should take some 
of the pressure off the young men who are often 
confronted with this form to be completed within 
a matter of hours. The technicality of a late return 
has further complicated final recognition as a CO in 
many cases. This revision of the Form 150 there- 
fore is a welcome change in the procedure for the 
recognition of conscientious objectors. 


The NSBRO is reproducing sample copies of this 
form which will be available for 5 cents each. Bulk 
rates are available for groups using larger quantities. 
This revision will not affect the suggestions given on 
the completion of Form 150 in the NSBRO pub- 
lications, “Questions and Answers on the Classifi- 
cation and Assignment of Conscientious Objectors” 
or in “How To Fill in Form 150 for Conscientious 
Objectors,” since the numbers of the questions have 
not been changed in the revision. 
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NSBRO Attorney-Advisor 
Recent Court Cases Involving CO’s 


U. S. v. ELIASSON, 170 F. Supp. 686, decided 
Feb. 2, 1958 by the District Court for the Southern 
District of New York. Attorney Covington succeeded 
again in convincing another District Court Judge 
that there is no way to know whether a resume of 
the FBI report is fair unless you can compare it 
with the FBI report. When the U. S. Attorney re- 
fused to produce the FBI report in response to mo- 
tion made by Attorney Covington, the Court ordered 
Eric Walter Eliasson acquitted. In arriving at this 
decision, the Court said: “Certainly the defendant 
herein should have an opportunity of ascertaining 
whether the resume presented to the Hearing Officer 
was a fair resume of the investigation reports of the 
F.B.I. . . . If he cannot see copies of the reports how 
can he effectively (argue that it is unfair)? While, 
of course, it is undesirable that F.B.I. reports be 
made available to defendants in criminal] cases under 
ordinary circumstances, yet there are certain situa- 
tions where justice requires that such disclosure be 
made. See Jencks v. U. S., 1957, 8358 U. S. 657, 77 S. 
Ct. 1007, 1 L. Ed. 2d 1108. In the present situation, 
it would appear that it would be impossible to afford 
defendant the defense to which he would be en- 
titled under U. S. v. Simmons, 1955, 348 U. S. 397, 
403, 75 S. Ct. 397, 401, 99 L. Ed. 458, unless defend- 
ant had an opportunity to compare the resume which 
he already has, with the F.B.I. reports which he is 
trying to get.” 


SHAW v. U. S., 264 F2d 118, decided Feb. 20, 
1959 by the Ninth Circuit. Roy Vernon Shaw, a 
Jehovah’s Witness, had appealed from a 90-day 
sentence for failing to report for I-W work. The 
Appeal Court sustained the conviction, saying that 
Shaw had been denied no substantial procedural 
rights. The main defense raised by Attorney Tietz 
was that when Shaw wrote to the Local Board com- 
plaining about the I-O classification that had been 
given him and also submitting new evidence of his 
claim for ministerial classification, the Selective 
Service regulations required that the Local Board 
either (a) reopen and reclassify, or (b) notify him 
that it was not going to reopen the classification. The 
Court held that Shaw’s letter to the Local Board 


“made no express request that his classification be 
re-opened” and therefore “he failed to set the proper 
machinery in motion” that would have required 
the Local Board to take some action in the matter. 


Equity Sought for Danish CO’s 


A correspondent of “The Friend,” an independent 
journal of Quaker thought published in England, 
writes that “according to NATO regulations the so- 
called Danish Defence Las is being revised this 
spring. Danish Friends felt called upon to use this 
opportunity for drawing attention also to the con- 
ditions of the CO’s, particularly with regard to a 
shortening of their period of service and their being 
given more sensible and useful work. 


“It has been satisfying to meet with understanding 
sympathy for such an attempt from the spokesmen 
of the Liberal Party. He seemed pleased to give 
voice to the plea when the Bill was discussed in the 
Danish Folketing (parliament), and it was done in 
a way for which there is reason to be thankful, 
whatever the immediate result may be.” 


According to our information, Danes are to regis- 
ter at the age of seventeen, receive a medical exami- 
nation at the age of 18, and are called up at the age 
of 19. As in the United States, there is no total and 
unconditional exemption for CO’s, however, all types 
of conscientious objectors are recognized. Alterna- 
tive service pay is at the same rate as for soldiers. 
Violators are liable to imprisonment for up to 22 
months. Whereas the regular conscripted soldier 
is required to serve for 16 months, conscientious ob- 
jectors doing alternative service are required to 
serve for 22 months. Non-combatants serve in the 
military, but civilian work in forestry is available to 
other CO’s. 


Pacifists Frustrate Russians 


Two reports indicate that there is dissatisfaction in 
the Soviet Union with conscientious objectors, al- 
though apparently some of them do succeed in not 
having to perform military service. According to 
the War Resisters’ International, some COs are 
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Pacifists (Contd.) 


accommodated by administrative measures, and 


seemingly, legal provisions have been under consider- 
ation. 


According to one report, Jehovah’s Witnesses, who 
refuse to salute the flag or perform military service, 
appear to constitute a formidable force against the 
Soviet regime. Pravda, official organ of the Com- 
munist party, charges that the Witnesses are sub- 
sidized by “the most reactionary elements of Ameri- 
can capitalism” to infect the Soviet masses with a 
spirit of meekness that will frustrate the world-wide 
triumph of the revolutionary proletariat. 


Pravda’s lengthy editorial revealed that the Wit- 
nesses have made numerous converts in Russia. More 
than 100,000 members are claimed by the Witnesses 
themselves in Iron Curtain countries. Apparently 
they are just as annoying to the Communists as they 
were to the Nazis who put them in concentration 
camps. 


Religious News Service reports another mention 
of COs in the Soviet Union. Problems of Philosophy, 
a leading Russian philosophical magazine, admitted 
in an article that there is a “partial revival of re- 
ligion in the Soviet Union” and called for “more 
subtle and vigorous atheistic propaganda.” The 
magazine denounced the “pacifist movement” and 
stressed that “religious ideology” did not help pre- 
serve peace. It added that “mankind will reach peace 
by the struggle of the masses against imperialists 
and not through a religious outlook saturated with 
pacifism.” 


World Citizens Vote on CO Rights 


Meeting in early May in Vienna, Austria, the 
World Citizens Parliament by a majority vote ac- 
cepted a resolution containing a suggestion to all 
governments that non-military alternative service 
should legally be accepted for CO’s everywhere. 
More than 40 deputies had been elected from twenty 
areas, not determined by political borders. World 
Citizens are resident in 45 countries. Membership 
figures are not given in reports. 


A provisional constitution adopted in 1956 con- 
tains principles of high intention. Commonwealth 
of World Citizens acknowledge none as enemies, 
recognize none as foreigners or of lower dignity, and 
they work for the cause of mediation and reconcilia- 
tion. “Neither the Commonwealth, nor any of its 
citizens shall under any circumstances engage in 
war or in preparation for war, or in aggression, op- 
pression, or willful misrepresentation.” 


In connection with their proposals to governments 
on conscientious objectors, they also envision the 
possibility of a world service scheme as alternative 


service for conscientious objectors. They have, in 
fact, contacted United Nations agencies regarding 
the organization of international voluntary service 
in case of catastrophies. Among other problems 
which concerned the group was the need for outside 
aid in areas of rapid social change. However, the 
main purpose of this first parliamentary session was 
to elect its interim government and to expand the 
activities of the Commonwealth. 


Hungarian Immigrant 
Has Draft Troubles 


After having completed a sufficient period of resi- 
dence in the United States, Matthew Pamer, a 
refugee from Hungary, decided to petition for his 
citizenship. However, an unofficial advisor suggested 
he join some sort of military organization and thus 
simplify his citizenship proceedings. Pamer there- 
fore signed up with the Army Reserves in Indiana, 
where he lived. At the same time he also started the 
proceedings to obtain his citizenship. However, 
before either process became active, he moved to 
Florida, and the Army Reserve and citizenship mat- 
ters were transferred there as well. 


While in Florida, the young man began attending 
a Mennonite Church, professed conversion, joined 
the church, and claimed conscientious objection to 
military service. On the basis of his religious ex- 
perience he attempted to obtain a discharge from the 
Army Reserve. Apparently his hopes for discharge 
have now been realized, but not without delay and 
much effort. 


Returning to Indiana, Pamer notified his Draft 
Board of his CO claim and filed Form 150, and filed 
an official request for discharge with his local com- 
mander in the USAR. Also, he refused to do duty of 
any sort, thus endangering himself of possible 
penalization. Meanwhile, however, the draft board 
sent him for an Army physical examination, he was 
rejected and placed in class IV-F. Thus his local 
board did not give consideration to his CO claim. 
On March 24, he received an honorable discharge 
from the Army reserve on the basis of the physical 
examination. Nevertheless, he still has a struggle 
ahead for he has not yet achieved his American 
citizenship. 


Council for Christian Social Action 


To Counsel Conscientious Objectors 
Within the church union of the Congregational 


Christian Church and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church known as the United Church of Chyist, 
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Christian Social Action (Contd.) 


responsibility for counseling conscientious objectors 
and others concerned with the moral aspects of mili- 
tary service has been assigned to the Council for 
Christian Social Action. Thus, the Congregational 
Christian Service Committee recently relinquished 
this service. The Evangelical and Reformed Church 
had maintained this service to its members through 
its Commission on Christian Social Action since 1940. 


The CCSA in its united service will maintain a file 
of all individual conscientious objectors who register 
their statements of conviction with the Council. A 
form for new COs is being completed to facilitate 
sharing of information between the registrant, his 
home congregation, and the CCSA. 


A 25-cent packet on Conscientious Objection has 
been prepared by the Council. This contains a regis- 
tration form, a bulletin on “Conscientious Objectors 
in the United Church of Christ,” pamphlets on Selec- 
tive Service regulations governing COs, and informa- 
tion on alternative service. In addition, there will 
be occasional mailings of letters or materials to the 
persons listed. 


In charge of these services is Dr. Huber Klemme, 
Council for Christian Social Action, 2969 West 25th 
St., Cleveland 18, Ohio. Dr. Klemme is a member of 
the NSBRO Board of Directors. 


Victor A. Olsen (Contd.) 


the Shiloh Church, United Church of Christ in Dan- 
ville, are appropriate here: 


“I know that the family and frierfds of the one 
to whom we pay this tribute of respect and affection 
will often walk in the Garden of Memories. We will 
remember the things for which he stood, the devo- 
tion to his family, his service to his country, both 
in time of war and in time of peace. 


“There are those who cannot be with us today, 
and yet who will long remember the encouragement 
he gave them when they seemed to stand alone, 
misunderstood by their fellows because they could 
not be disloyal to the voice of conscience. Many no 
doubt will long remember the words of this prayer 
which he quoted as he spoke to them: 


‘God grant me the courage to change 
that which can be changed, 
The serenity to accept that which 
cannot or should not be changed, 
And the wisdom to know one from the other.’ ” 


News Notes 


On March 24, the Iowa State Senate voted 36 to 2 
to repeal a law that barred persons who conscien- 
tiously object to military service from holding civil 





service positions. One Senator commented that “the 
law is both inconsistent with public policy regarding 
conscientious objectors and unconstitutional.” Attor- 
ney General Norman Erbe held this 1917 law uncon- 
stitutional in an opinion which the Senator cited. 


* * * 


A note in the English Quaker publication, “The 
Friend” states that in the last year 700 young men 
registered as conscientious objectors. A percentage 
of 0.48 of all men called up were registered as CO’s. 
This is the highest percentage of CO’s since 1941. 


The Indonesian Army recently decreed compulsory 
military service and ordered the registration of all 
men and women between the ages of 18 and 28. 
Inductees will serve two years. About 3,000,000 of 
the 85,000,000 Indonesian citizens will be affected by 
the registration process. Army strength is about 
200,000. 


* * * 


Richard Hansen, a Jehovah’s Witness from Mon- 
tana, was sentenced to 18 months in prison for re- 
fusing induction into the Army, after having signed 
a form accepting non-combatant duty. He claimed 
that when filling out his questionnaire, he did not 
know the difference between the two types of 
objectors. 


* * * 


Richard Glenn Keene began serving his sentence 
for refusal of induction on April 30, 1959. Keene 
had earlier been sentenced to 15 months in Denver, 
Colorado. He failed in the appeal of his case. 


* * * 


A former Birmingham, Alabama man recently 
gained the attention of newspapers by scoring only 
two per cent on an Army pre-induction screening 
for mental qualification. The suspicion of officials 
was aroused, and an FBI investigation ensued show- 
ing that the registrant had been an average student 
at Wayne State University in Michigan for one term. 
His draft problem recently seemed cleared, however, 
since his draft board had not given him a personal 
hearing on his claim as a conscientious objector. 
Cara Woods, Jr., according to news reports, asked 
for recognition as a conscientious objector “on 
grounds he is a Moslem and does not believe in war.” 
Then too, his wife gave birth to a baby, placing him 
in the category of fathers, who are not inducted in 
peacetime. 




















“Peace News”, London, reports that a 25-year-old 
Royal Air Force corporal was reduced to the ranks 
recently when he refused to carry out work on an 
H-Bomber after seeing a film on the recent anti- 
H-bomb march at Aldermaston, England. 


*- * * 


A four-year sentence was imposed on Fred E. 
Overstreet, 23, a Jehovah’s Witness, in St. Louis in 
mid-April. Overstreet did not consider himself sub- 
ject to man-made law and refused military service or 
alternative service. 


. . * 


CCCO News Notes reports that former Lt. Rich- 
ard Roark, Berkeley, California, has been given a I-O 
classification by his draft board. Roark, who last 
year graduated from college and was commissioned 
in the Army due to his ROTC training, became a con- 
scientious objector shortly after reporting for duty. 
He refused Army uniform, duty, and pay. The threat 
of court martial did not scare him. Finally, in 
February he received an honorable discharge. With 
less than six months of duty to his credit, he is still 
faced with the need to serve his obligation under the 
Universal Military Training and Service Act, and he 
intends to do alternative service. This recent classi- 
fication is a step on the way. 


* * * 


The July induction call requested by the Depart- 
ment of Defense is for 8,000. Both in May and June, 
the request was for 6,000 men. 


* * * 


In another case reported by the Central Com- 
mittee for Conscientious Objectors, Brent E. Barks- 
dale of Leland Stanford University in California, 
claimed CO convictions during his senior year in the 
Marine Platoon Leaders Program. He was demoted 
to the rank of private and informed he would be 
ordered to a training camp for duty when he asked 
to be discharged as a CO. With the help of Attorney 
J. B. Tietz of Los Angeles, Barksdale was discharged 
honorably and now has received a I-O classification 
from his draft board. 


Pvt. David Lopez, of Los Angeles, California, con- 
scientiously objected to his training to kill while 
serving in the Army in Germany. He was, however, 
willing to do noncombatant service. Nevertheless, 
according to the CCCO report, he was accorded a 
discharge under honorable conditions after being 
briefly under arrest and doing KP duty for seven 
days a week for a time. The separation from the 
Army came after his return to the United States. 


In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, two conscientious objec- 
tors were sentenced to serve two years each in federal 
correctional institutions, in May 25th decisions by 
Federal Judge Robert E. Tehan. Sentenced were 
John Kannenberg, 28, Racine, and LaVerne C. Miller, 
25, of Weyauwega, Wisconsin. Both men failed to 
comply with Selective Service directives to serve 
either two years in the armed forces or to do two 
years of alternative service, according to the news 
report. The religious affiliation of these men and 
further details were not mentioned. 


Desmond T. Doss of Georgia, believed to be the 
first and only Seventh-day Adventist and conscien- 
tious objector to receive the Congressional Medal of 
honor, spent a three-week tour of Oregon, Wash- 
ington, Idaho, and Montana to encourage young men 
of the church to take advantage of the church’s 
Medical Cadet training program which trains the 
church’s noncombatants for medical service in the 
armed forces. Doss won the Medal of Honor by 
lowering 75 wounded men down the face of a cliff 
while under heavy enemy fire on Okinawa, even 
after he was himself badly wounded. 


Maurice Cardinal] Feltin, Archbishop of Paris, re- 
cently told pilgrims to the shrine at Liesse, France, 
to “be peaceful but not pacifists.” Cardinal Feltin, 
president of Pax Christi, Catholic international peace 
organization said pacifists are ready to abandon 
everything through cowardice. The peaceful, he 
claimed, want peace that will respect people’s rights. 


The Catonsville, Maryland, Herald Argus in re- 
viewing the draft liabilities of young men in con- 
nection with the extension of the draft, gave cov- 
erage of the rights and responsibilities of those 
requesting the I-A-O and I-O positions. 


Veterans Administration psychiatrists have been 
given the job of straightening out former Air Force 
Major Claude Eatherly. He flew the B-28 Bomber 
which guided the plane which dropped the bomb on 
Hiroshima, and since 1947 blames himself for the 
death of 100,000 Japanese. Twice he has tried to 
commit suicide, and he has led ‘a life of crime and 
delinquency. 








NSBRO APPEAL FOR FUNDS 


The NSBRO has sent out its annual appeal for funds to its many subscribers and others 
concerned with the problems of conscientious objectors everywhere. Inquiries continue to come 
to NSBRO daily from young men having difficulties regarding their CO status. Our office gives 


careful attention to each request. 


The budget for the current fiscal year, which ends on September 30, 1959, is $29,200. 
If you have not yet sent in your contribution, please clip the blank below and mail it with your 
gift. Make checks payable to the National Service Board. 





MY CONTRIBUTION TO HELP COs 


Gentlemen: 





Enclosed is my gift of $_...................... toward your work in behalf of conscientious objectors. 


Name 
ge Ege MET Re SERS ANS 2 SS rer er Se ce SSL DA ERR RRS ease eC ae 


City. ee Sle Ratt Sh a ET: ea RNR ak a hating RG 


(Clip and mail to NSBRO, 401 Third Street, N. W., Room 403, Washington 1, D. C.) 





THE REPORTER 


For Conscience’ Sake 
401 Third St, N. W., Room 403 
Washington 1, D. C. 


FORWARDING POSTAGE GUARANTEED 





Bulk Rate 
U. S. Postage 
PAID 


Permit No. 5540 
Washington, D. C. 




















